“Stopped were smiles of Czechs,
wasted were their liberties” or what
was a true story of Habsburgs.
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* Looking for the new ruler after the death of Louis

from Jagiello dynasty (1526)

* Ferdinand |. Habsburg was then elected

* Habsburgs ruled over the Czech countries for 392
years
— During their rule 19 rulers occupied Czech throne

— Two of them were not Habsburgs



Began rule of the Hapsburg dynasty

over Czech country

Brother of the powerful emperor

Charles V. that ruled over Spain
Times of religious division

Ferdinand broke almost of all
promises he gave to the Czech

Estates

Ferdinand I|. By Hans Bocksberger.
Zdroj: Wikipedia.org



1547 refusal of the Czech Estates to help

Ferdinand in Schmalkaldic war
His reaction was to punish cities mainly
1556 arrival of Jesuits

In 1526 he was elected as king of Hungary



1552-1612 (as a Czech king 1576—1611)
Complicated person

Inherited mental illness

He moved from Vienna to Prague in 1583

Prague became European centre of culture






Was not a succesful emperor

He was loosing parts of the kingdom gradually in

favour of his brother Matthias

He hold the Czech kingdom but he had to make

compromises with Czech aristocracy

Letter of Majesty

— Granted greater religious liberty



Letter of Majesty
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Supporter of artists and alchemists
Builided collections of art

Patron to many contemporary artists

— For example Adrian de Vries or Hans von Aachen

Many well educated people worked in Prague

— Tycho de Brahe, Johannes Kepler



Adrian de Vries

e Adrian de Vries

e Stayed in Prague several

times since 1593 up to 1626

* |n Prague Worked for

Rudolph 11., his brother

Matthias and for Wallenstein



Tycho Brahe

Dannish astronomer and astrologer

Combined copernician system with the ptolemaic
Build observatory in Benatky nad Jizerou

Died in 1601

Specualtions about the circumstances of his death



Tycho Brahe




Edward Talboot (1555—-1597)
British magus and alchemist

Collaboration with Sir John Dee in England and in

Central Europe (Krakow, Trebon and Prague)
Pretended to know transforming other metals to gold

Arrestedin Krivoklat (1591) and Hnévin (1595)



Edward Kell{e)y and John Dee




Legend on Golem

Old Jewish myth known from Bible
The Prague story
Rabbi of Prague Judah Loew ben Bezalel

Golem protect Jewish community from

attacks

Golem was made of clay and was activated by §

the so called shem put in his mouth

Golem should have not be activated on
Sabbath




Upprising of the Czech Estates against the king
Matthias

Time of religious split
Defenestration in Prague

May 23th Czech noblemen threw three royal clerks

aout of the window

First part of the 30years war



November 8th 1620 Army of Czech Estates led by prince
Christian of Anhalt was defeated by the royal Army and by

the army of Catholic League

July 1621 mass execution of Czech noblemen on Old town

Square
Most of them were burgesses

Only three men was from high aristocracy



Battle of the White Mountain
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e After Battle of White mountain

* Option:
— To convert to catholic religion

— To leave the country (for example Comenius)

e Restriction of Czech state independence



John Amos Comenius

John Amos Comenius by Alfons Mucha



Maria Theresia

* Enlightened absolutism

— Absolutism combined with state paternalism

 Social and economic reforms

— Result of unsuccessful wars

* \War on Austrian succession

* Seven-yearswar

 Centralization of the state

— Connected with germanization of state

administration



Son of Maria Theresa
Ruled in 1780-1790
Continued in her reforms

Goal of the reforms

— Adaptation on new conditions from above with

aim to avoid restructuralization of society

Main acts

— Abolishing of serfdom

. . . J hll. ByJ h Hickel.
— Tolerance of other religions than Catholic Ok el



Ferdinand V.

Ruled in 1835-1848

Very weak king but very

popular in Czech lands
Last coronated Czech king

Lived in Prague and Zakupy

after the abdication

Biedermeier




Franz Josef I.

 Ruled more than 60 years
e Very conservative

* During his rule

— Main wave of industrialization and

liberalization took place

— Weakening of international economic and

political position of the monarchy

— Internal ethnical tensions

— Dualization of the monarchy



e The First World War

— Austria-Hungary was to weak to participate in such a long

war
— At the End of war the country was totaly exhausted
— Impossibility to end the war without respect to Germany

— The role of the USA and resistance of non-German

speaking nationalities
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