Czechs + Slovaks =
Czechoslovaks? Close but not as
much as to live in one state.
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National revival in Slovakia

P

Close contacts with Czechs

Anton Bernolak (1762-
1813)

Efforts to codify Slovak

laguage

1790 — First Slovak grammar antonsemotsk



National revival in Slovakia

* Proponents of Slavic unity
e Jan Kollar

e Pavel Josef Safarik

— Both of them were Slovaks, but
they are important for Czech

national revival
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National revival in Slovakia

Ludovit Stur (1815—-1856):

* Creator of the modern Slovak language

— Different from Czech
* Close contacts with Czech revivalists
e Participated at Slavic Congress in Prague in June 1948

* Slovak National Council (1848-1849) in Vienna



Ludovit Star
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Czech - Slovak —
Czechoslovak?

Good morning! — Dobré rano! — Dobré rano!
Love- laska - laska

to see - vidét —vidiet

To walk chodit — chodit

School — skola — skola

Milk — mléko — mlieko

Bread — chléb - chlieb



Czech - Slovak —
Czechoslovak?

Pillow — polstar — vankus

Lillac — Serik — orgovan

Tram — tramvaj — elektricka

Breakfast — snidané — ranajky

Print — tisknout — tlacit

Good bye! — Nashledanou! — Dovidenia!
even-numbered — sudy — parny

Fairytale — pohadka — rozpravka



Different national orientation

— Czechs : historic right

— Slovaks: natural right

Different conditions

— After 1867 Slovaks faced hard Hungarization

Since 1908 regular annual meetings of Czech and Slovak

political representations in Luhacovice



Matica slovenska
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* |dea of conjoint Czech and Slovak state
— Czecho-Slovak Congress in Paris 1915

— Slovak emigration representatives in the USA

(1918)

e 30th October 1918 Declaration in Martin

— Joining to the independent state with Czechs



Czechoslovakia

eklaracia
Slovenskeho Naroda!
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Complicated relations:

Different views on the state arrangement
Czechoslovakia was a unitarian state
Czechoslovak nation

Big Czech participation in creating of new state

administrative in Slovakia =

— Slovak resentments



The most known

Tomas Garrigue Masaryk

Vavro Srobar Edvard benes



Problems with the different level of socio-economic

development

Religious disputes

— Religion was a part of Slovak identity but not for Czechs
Slovaks perceived Czech as colonists

Slovaks strived for the autonomy

— Up to the Munich agreement it was in vain



First splitting up of the state

e 14th March 1939

— Hitler forced Slovakian
representatives to declare

independent Slovak state

 Contrary to the Protectorate Slovak
state was not occupied during the
war, but it was a German satellite

state

e Authoritarian state



Attempts to set new relations:

e But different aspirations and development in Czech

lands and Slovakia
 The end of Czechoslovakism
* Asymetric arrangement of the state bodies

* Economic help to equalize economic levels between

the two parts of the state



e After the communist coup new trend of

centralization of the state

e 1954 trial with Slovak burgeois nationalists

e 1960 New constitution
— Peak of centralization

— Liquidation of asymetric state arrangement



Since 1963 slow progression towards more equal

arrangement
Second half of the 1960s

Slovak national aspirations grew stronger
1968 federation

But the decisive remits hold Central Comittee of KPC



Federal Assembl




CommunistEra ll

 Favorable economic
development during the so

called normalization in

Slovakia

* President of the Republic
and General Secretary of
KPC (the Head of the Party)

was Slovak — Gustav Husak




Road to the 2nd Splitting up

November 1989:

* Opposition against Communist regime was more active in
Czech Republic than in Slovak Republic during the 1970s
and 1980s

1989 demonstrations against Government

 Two independent movements
— In Czech Republic: Civic Forum

— In Slovakia: Public against Violence



Velvet Revolution




Dash ,war”“

Presidential proposal to change the

name of the state
The Republic is no more socialist

Slovak opposition

— To remove one word in not enough,
the name of the state should express

Slovak equal position!

Vaclav Havel



Road to the 2nd Splitting up

1990-1992:

* Debates on new state arrangement

* No success

* Voices for Slovak independence

e Public disputes ,who pay and paid for who*

e Czech on Slovaks or Slovaks on Czechs



Road to the 2nd Splitting up

1992 Elections

Winners

In Slovak Repub

Slovakia headed

n Czech Republic: Civic democratic party

neaded by Vaclav Klaus

ic: Movement for Democratic

by Vladimir Meciar



Road to the 2nd Splitting up

e 17th 1992 July Declaration of Slovak National

Council on Sovereignty of Slovak Republic

e 26th August 1992 agreement on splitting up the

state between Klaus and Meciar

e 1stJanuary 1993,: two new independent states

were established



Negotiaitons on splitting up
the state




* Slovaks arte the biggest minority in Czech

republic
* Intensive cultural relations

— TV series, movies etc.

 Cooperation between in international field, in

scientific research
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