
IMMIGRATION AND CRIME



Immigration

• Movement of people to the destination country in order to 

settle and reside here.

• Benefits of immigration, international trade, Schengen 

area.

• Political decision: 

• Should we allow immigration? 

• If so, from where or how?

• Two main concerns:

• Labor market

• Crime



Opinions on immigration: job and crime concerns



Immigration mechanism

• General model of criminal behavior

• Competition of legal and illegal actions, p, f …

• Immigrants: different crime propensities (age?), 

location of settlement

• Local population may change its criminal activity 

(labor market, crime competition response)

• Immigrant only offenses

• What happens with crime if immigration increases?

• Increases?

• Decreases?

• or?



Studies based on immigration waves

• Bell, B., Fasani, F. and Machin, S. (2013). Crime and 

Immigration: Evidence from Large Immigrant Waves, 

Review of Economics and Statistics.















Studies based on immigration waves

• Bianchi, M., Buonanno, P., & Pinotti, P. (2012). Do 

immigrants cause crime?. Journal of the European 

Economic Association, 10(6), 1318-1347.















Legal/social status of immigrants

• Damm A.P. and C.Dustmann (2014). Does Growing 

Up in a High Crime Neighborhood Affect Youth 

Criminal Behavior? American Economic Review











Legal/social status of immigrants

Mastrobuoni, G., and Pinotti, P. (2015). Legal status and 

the criminal activity of immigrants. American Economic 

Journal: Applied Economics, 7(2).







Foreigners in the criminal justice system

• Martens, P.L. (1997). Immigrants, Crime, and 

Criminal Justice in Sweden, Crime and Justice, Vol. 

21, pp. 183-255





Crime participation by nationality group
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Foreigners in the Czech criminal justice system: 
Shares among convicted, imprisoned, and in pre-trial detention



Disentangling the foreigner gap in different stages

Probability of charge by the prosecutor

Probability of release from prison on parole

Length of sentence

Probability of prison sentence

Probability of conviction



Key points

• Many potential channels linking immigration and 

crime, ambiguous signs

• Empirical studies find small or no effect of immigrants 

on crime, if so, on property crime

• Criminals are over-represented in the criminal justice 

system – to large extent an unexplained puzzle

• The effect of immigration on crime clearly 

depends on the labor market, legal, social status
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