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1. Who is the author?

• Education – is author expert in 
this field? 

• Institution – is author affiliated 
with a respectable institution?

• Does he have personal web 
page.

• Does he have publication
lists on his web page.
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1. Who is the author? 

• Previous publications – does 
author have any previous 
prestigious publications.

• Does author have International 
standard author numbers?
• ORCID, ResearcherID, 

ScopusID

• Citations (later in this lecture)
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http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7989-4427
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/F-1610-2015
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=8543560300


1. Who is the author? 

• Is author present in citation index? 

• is author cited frequently by other 
important authors?

• Check citation indexes.

• Web of science

• Scopus

• Google Scholar
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https://www.webofknowledge.com/
https://www.scopus.com/
https://scholar.google.cz/


2. Who is the 
publisher? 

• Affiliated to academic 
institution?
Oxford University Press, 
Cambridge University Press, 
Oeconomica

• Idenpendent but prestigious
E.g. Springer, Willey , Elsevier, 

• What are publishers previous 
publications?
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http://www.springer.com/
http://eu.wiley.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/


3. Is the information 
source „reviewed“?

• „Peer review“ is specific process that 
should guarantee publication quality.

• Before publication of an article or 
research paper – it is reviewed by 
other experts in the field.

• Standard requirement for all scientific 
publications (books, journal articles, 
conference papers etc.)



Peer review 
process
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Reliable information sources



Search for reliable 
information sources

• Journals and Proceedings –
Included in indexes
• Web of science

• Scopus

• Books
• Prestigious book publishers

https://www.webofknowledge.com/
https://www.scopus.com/


Unreliable information sources



Wikipedia

• Anybody can edit Wikipedia.

• Anonymous authorship.

• Nobody is responsible for the
content.

• Intentional manipulation / 
vandalism.



Predatory
publications

• Open-access academic 
publishing business model.

• Pretends to be prestigious book 
/ journal publisher.

• Lures authors to pay publication 
fees.

• Do no real peer review.



Other types of
publications

•Regulars newspaper 
articles.

•Popular books.

•Random web pages 
and webzines.



Thank you for your
attention
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